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the disparity that motivates people to 
occupy Wall Street. We know why peo-
ple are occupying hometowns all over 
the country. We understand this. But 
we also know that these miners had to 
simply go to work. This was the job 
that was available to them, but they 
were ridden roughshod over by Massey. 

These families are now simply left to 
pick up the pieces of their shattered 
lives and may receive some scraps later 
on in some final determination. It’s a 
familiar story in an era where Wall 
Street companies and their executives 
took big payouts after wrecking our 
economy. But Massey Energy execu-
tives’ decisions resulted in the destruc-
tion of 29 lives and 29 families. This 
makes Massey’s payout even more dis-
gusting. 

Massey Energy was recently sold to 
Alpha Natural Resources. I have been 
personally assured that these corrupt 
practices won’t reappear with the new 
owner. However, there are some trou-
bling contradictions that merit a care-
ful watch. Despite stating their inten-
tion to fully cooperate with the gov-
ernment investigations, Alpha has been 
keeping some senior Massey managers 
who have invoked their Fifth Amend-
ment rights. And Alpha’s recent ac-
tions to fight potential pattern of vio-
lation sanctions at former Massey 
mines don’t set well either. 

Yes, mining is a dangerous job; but 
not every mining company operates 
like Massey, nor should they, nor 
should we tolerate the Masseys of the 
coal industry. 

f 

BRING OUR TROOPS HOME 
Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, a couple 

weeks ago, I had the privilege and the 
honor to visit our wounded at Walter 
Reed-Bethesda. It so happened that five 
marines from Camp Lejeune Marine 
Corps Base in my district were there. 
Four of the five had lost both legs— 
double amputees. And the one kid that 
had his leg blown off by an IED, I went 
into his room, as I did the other four, 
but this one had a question for me. His 
mom was sitting in the room. And he 
said, Congressman, why are we still in 
Afghanistan? And I told the young 
lance corporal, I don’t know, I cannot 
answer it. I don’t understand why we 
are not pushing the President to bring 
our troops home before 2014. 

And that leads me to a quote by Ron-
ald Reagan from his book entitled, ‘‘An 
American Life: The Autobiography,’’ 
based on Reagan’s life. And it dealt 
with Lebanon, and he was the Presi-
dent at the time. ‘‘Perhaps we didn’t 
appreciate fully enough the depth of 
the hatred and the complexity of the 
problems that made the Middle East 
such a jungle. Perhaps the idea of a 
suicide car bomber committing mass 
murder to gain instant entry to para-
dise was so foreign to our values and 
consciousness that it did not create in 
us the concern for the marines’ safety 
that it should have. 

‘‘In the weeks immediately after the 
bombing, I believed the last thing that 

we should do was turn tail and leave. 
Yet the irrationality of Middle East 
politics forced us to rethink our policy 
there. If there would be some rethink-
ing of policy before our men die, we 
would be a lot better off. If that policy 
had changed towards more of a neutral 
position and neutrality, those 241 ma-
rines would be alive today.’’ 

I thank Mr. Reagan for his service to 
our Nation, and I thank him for those 
words. I wish both parties would listen 
to leaders like Ronald Reagan who un-
derstood that you’re not going to 
change the Middle East no matter what 
you want to do or hope to do or pray to 
do. You can’t do it, and you won’t do 
it. 

Mr. Speaker, beside me are two little 
girls, one named Eden and one named 
Stephanie. They are at the graveside of 
their father, Sergeant Kenneth Bladuf, 
sergeant in the United States Marine 
Corps. 
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About 2 months ago, he was sent to 
Afghanistan, along with a Colonel Ben-
jamin Palmer from Cherry Point Ma-
rine Corps Air Station, which is in my 
district also. 

One night, when they were having 
dinner with the Afghan trainees, one of 
the trainees pulled out a pistol and 
killed both of them. It is so ironic that 
the day before Sergeant Bladuf was 
killed, he had emailed his wife and he 
said, ‘‘I don’t trust them, I don’t trust 
them, I don’t trust any of them,’’ and 
yet we keep spending $10 billion a 
month. We’re going to cut programs 
from senior citizens and children in 
America. We can’t balance the budget. 
But old Mr. Karzai, he’ll get his $10 bil-
lion a month. The Congress needs to 
look at this and start bringing our 
troops home before 2014. 

Mr. Speaker, also in Sunday’s paper, 
it says: ‘‘Suicide bomber hits NATO 
bus; 17 people, including 12 Americans, 
are killed in the deadliest attack since 
the war began.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that we don’t 
have to continue to go to Walter Reed- 
Bethesda and see all of these broken 
bodies. If we’re going to be there until 
2014, there are going to be a lot more 
broken bodies and dead young men and 
women. I hope the leadership of both 
parties will start joining those of us in 
both parties and bring our troops home 
before 2014. 

Mr. Speaker, again I state to all the 
children like Eden and Stephanie, be 
proud of your moms and your dads. But 
for those of us who are policymakers, 
we have the responsibility—not the 
generals, but we the policymakers—of 
sending our young men and women to 
die and lose their limbs for absolutely 
nothing but a corrupt leader. 

Mr. Speaker, I will close right now 
with the same closing I do all the time: 
God, please bless our men and women 
in uniform. Please bless the families of 
our men and women in uniform. God, 
in Your loving arms, hold the families 
who have given a child dying for free-

dom in Afghanistan and Iraq. God, 
please bless the House and Senate, that 
we will do what is right in Your eyes. 
Please bless President Obama, that he 
will do what is right in Your eyes for 
his people. And three times I will say, 
God please, God please, God please con-
tinue to bless America. 

f 

COMMENDING AMERICA’S 
VETERANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. DONNELLY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to commend the 
veterans from my State of Indiana and 
across the United States for Veterans 
Day. We owe them a debt of gratitude 
for their service to our country and for 
their selfless devotion. They put their 
lives on the line to defend our freedom, 
and there is no way that we can ever 
thank them enough. 

Over 52,000 veterans live in the con-
gressional district that I am honored 
to represent, Indiana’s Second District. 
Meeting them is an inspiration because 
of their humility and professionalism. 
When you thank them for their service, 
they usually modestly say, Sir, I was 
just doing my job. 

Veterans embody the definition of 
patriot—selfless sacrifice in order to 
defend the freedoms that we enjoy in 
the United States. Veterans such as 
Mr. Marion Minks from Logansport, In-
diana, who served as a PFC with the 
U.S. Army during World War II. My of-
fice was honored to represent Mr. 
Minks and also to present him with the 
Bronze Star, the Purple Heart, and 
other military service medals that he 
earned. 

Veterans such as Mr. Gary Whitehead 
from Elkhart, Indiana, who served in 
the Navy for more than 20 years and 
then served his fellow veterans as the 
Elkhart County Veterans Service Offi-
cer. For over two decades, my office 
was honored to work with Gary to open 
a VA clinic to serve veterans in north 
central Indiana in his own county, 
something he had fought for for years 
and years. 

Veterans such as Rich Mrozinski 
from La Porte, Indiana, who served in 
the Air Force during the Vietnam War 
and later became commander of his 
local VFW post. I had the honor to 
interview Rich for the Library of Con-
gress’ Veterans History Project. 

It is an honor and a privilege to serve 
the veterans of Indiana’s Second Con-
gressional District. It is incumbent 
upon us to see that our veterans re-
ceive the best quality care and the ben-
efits that they have earned through 
their sacrifice to our country. We must 
see that those services are provided to 
our veterans with the promptness and 
the respect that they deserve. That’s 
why, while in Congress, I’ve worked on 
legislation relating to veterans health 
care, educational benefits, life insur-
ance, and the disability claims process. 

We still have much more work to do 
on behalf of our veterans. I urge my 
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colleagues in the House to pass the 
RAPID Claims Act, H.R. 2377, which I 
introduced to take commonsense steps 
to improve the benefits system and to 
provide our wounded warriors with a 
faster response on their disability 
claims. It’s the least we can do. 

I also urge the House to pass the E- 
SERV Act, H.R. 2470, which I intro-
duced to improve the efficiency of the 
current electronic health record sys-
tem for military personnel and vet-
erans. We must seek to make the VA 
system work better for our military 
personnel, for our veterans, and for 
their families. 

This Veterans Day, I want to say 
thank you again to all of our vets and 
to all of our servicemembers for their 
sacrifices for our freedom and our secu-
rity. They always deserve the very 
best. 

God bless our veterans. God bless our 
servicemembers. God bless Indiana. 
And God bless the United States of 
America. 

f 

REPUBLICAN JOBS AGENDA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. LONG) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I came to 
Congress as a small business owner. 
And as any small business owner will 
tell you, the government can’t create 
jobs, only the private sector can. 

I think it’s easy to forget, but the 
United States Government does not 
have any money that it does not first 
take from productive citizens and busi-
nesses. When the government spends to 
create jobs, it has to take money from 
people who earned it and who would 
have spent it or invested it otherwise— 
the broken window effect, if you will. 
So the reality is that government 
spending trades productive private sec-
tor jobs for usually wasteful public sec-
tor jobs. 

With record unemployment affecting 
families across the Nation, now is not 
the time to increase the public sector 
on the backs of the private sector and 
increase the burdens on our small busi-
nesses. Small businesses are the engine 
that drives this economy, and it’s time 
for the government to get out of their 
way. 

As part of the House GOP Plan for 
America’s Job Creators, we’ve opposed 
the President whenever he wants to 
create new taxes or more regulations. 
So far this year, the House of Rep-
resentatives has passed many bills that 
focus on job creation. These are real 
jobs bills that create real wealth-pro-
ducing private sector jobs—not fake 
bills like the stimulus that didn’t do 
anything but stimulate the national 
debt—bills that empower small busi-
ness owners, fix the Tax Code to help 
job creators, increase competitiveness 
for U.S. manufacturers, encourage en-
trepreneurship and growth, maximize 
domestic energy production, and pay 
down America’s unsustainable debt 
burden. Some of these have passed the 

Senate and gone on to become law, be-
lieve it or not. The free trade agree-
ments, for instance—for which I am es-
pecially proud. 

When 95 percent of the world’s cus-
tomers are outside of America, it’s no 
surprise that jobs would be created as 
our companies are allowed to compete 
and expand on the world stage. In fact, 
it’s estimated that by pursuing those 
agreements, we’re creating up to a 
quarter of a million new jobs. Good 
jobs will be created right here in Amer-
ica at a time when jobs are badly need-
ed. 

House Republicans have also tried to 
fix our Tax Code. Complying with our 
confusing Tax Code costs Americans 
billions every year—over $160 billion in 
2009 alone. 

We need to get Washington out of the 
way by simplifying the Tax Code and 
lowering tax rates. We need a Tax Code 
that is flatter, fairer, and simpler, a 
Tax Code that creates jobs by making 
America more competitive. That’s why 
I’m proud Congress passed the Small 
Business Paperwork Mandate Elimi-
nation Act, which eliminated the 1099 
form mess. The 1099 form created an 
unprecedented accounting and paper-
work burden on small businesses across 
this country. A National Federation of 
Independent Business small business 
survey determined the form is the most 
expensive burden placed on small busi-
nesses by the Federal Government. 

Another House jobs bill that has now 
become law is the America Invents 
Act, a bill that brings long-overdue 
patent reform. So three free trade 
agreements, a tax reform bill, and a 
patent reform bill—if you’re counting. 
Out of the many jobs bills, only those 
have escaped the graveyard of the 
United States Senate. It seems that 
some would rather campaign and com-
plain instead of doing what we know 
will create jobs. We know that throw-
ing money at problems doesn’t solve a 
thing. If it did, then all of our problems 
would have been solved with the stim-
ulus. We know that eliminating bur-
densome overregulation and restric-
tions on job creators is a sure fire way 
to create jobs. 

We need legislation that encourages 
entrepreneurship and growth. America 
has historically been on the cutting 
edge of innovation and technological 
development, but we are increasingly 
falling behind our global competitors. 
We must make it easier for existing 
businesses to grow and allow more 
start-up companies to flourish. That’s 
why the Senate needs to pass the Re-
ducing Regulatory Burdens Act, the 
Energy Tax Prevention Act, the Clean 
Water Cooperative Federalism Act, the 
Consumer Financial Protection and 
Soundness Improvement Act, the Pro-
tecting Jobs from Government Inter-
ference Act, Transparency in Regu-
latory Analysis of Impacts on the Na-
tion, the Cement Sector Regulatory 
Relief Act, the EPA Regulatory Relief 
Act, the Coal Residuals Reuse and 
Management Act, and we need to fix 
the Tax Code. 
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The Gettysburg Address is 272 words; 
the Declaration of Independence, 1,500 
words; the Constitution, 7,200 words; 
the Federal Tax Code, 10 million words. 

Our Tax Code needs to be fixed, and 
that’s why the Senate needs to pass the 
3 percent withholding rule repeal, 
which would repeal the 3 percent with-
holding on our contractors’ payments 
with Federal, State, and local govern-
ments. 

This job-killing requirement would 
create costly new work for Federal, 
State, and local governments and hold 
the money hostage from government 
contractors. The IRS needs to learn 
that hurting businesses, cities, towns, 
and consumers during a recession is 
not going to get our economy back on 
track. 

Much like the costly Form 1099 re-
quirements that Congress repealed ear-
lier this year, the 3 percent with-
holding rule would impose more bur-
dens on cash-strapped employers and 
hurt job creation. Instead of focusing 
on job creation and economic growth, 
business and local governments will 
have to focus on enormous administra-
tive and financial challenges. 

Just today, we learned the leadership 
in the Senate has been burning the 
midnight oil figuring out a way to even 
gum up this 3 percent repeal. 

f 

CHINESE CURRENCY 
MANIPULATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. VISCLOSKY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address the issue of Chinese 
currency manipulation. 

In northwest Indiana, the steel indus-
try provides middle class jobs and eco-
nomic security. It supplies the prod-
ucts with which a strong economy can 
be built and a powerful national de-
fense maintained. 

China understands the value of steel 
and a strong manufacturing base and 
has aggressively acted to support and 
subsidize its domestic industries. For 
example, China has acted contrary to 
international trading standards in 
order to help their domestic manufac-
turers by routinely manipulating its 
currency in order to keep prices low on 
its finished products. 

As an effect, China’s steel production 
has more than doubled since 2003, while 
U.S. production has dropped by nearly 
40 percent. We have also lost a third of 
our manufacturing jobs as China’s 
manufacturing sector continues to 
grow, nourished by that country’s bla-
tant disregard of international law and 
the abusive consequences visited on 
other nations and people, most impor-
tantly, those who live and want to 
work in the United States of America. 

For example, it is estimated that 
China has devalued its currency any-
where between 12 and 50 percent, giving 
its own exports a government subsidy 
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